Putin: Russian arms 
to Venezuela may 
be $5B pg 3 


Dealina with those all-too 
public tantrums pg 7 


| Aruban born Esther Ruth j 
Harms honored twice in 
| Massachusetts pg 8 



Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 - Tel: 588-9517 - Fax: 588-9518 - E-mail: themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 


Mylene and Oliver seal their promise of love and commitment 




Mylene Marques and Oliver 
Riding hosted a double cele¬ 
bration at Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort. At sunset, they 
sealed their promise of love 
and commitment to each other 
on the beach at an intimate cer¬ 
emony, and later invited their 
friends and well-wishers for a 
cocktail party entertained by 
NBO. 

The love-birds met on 
Aruba a number of years ago, 
shared laughter and tears, and 
created great memories living, 
working and loving here. 

Oliver was the Head Golf 
Pro at Tierra del Sol Resort 
Spa & Country Club while 
Miss M&M served as marke¬ 
ting and sales guru at several 
of the island’s major hotels in¬ 
cluding currently on staff at the 
AIFF 2010, the Aruba Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival. 

Last week, Oliver accepted 
a position on the neighboring 
island of Curagao where he 
will head up the new Hyatt 
golf operation. 

The elegant party, follow¬ 
ing their promise to live to¬ 
gether as one, also served as a 
kind of farewell, where My¬ 
lene and Oliver entertained 
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US consulate attacked in 
northwest Pakistan 


Strong quake kills 2 in Mexico, rattles 
US states 



A collapsed house is seen in the aftermath of Sunday's quake, 
at La Puerta, outskirts of Mexicali, Mexico 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) - 
Islamist militants unleashed a 
car bomb and grenade attack 
against a U.S. consulate in 
northwestern Pakistan yester¬ 
day, killing four people and 
striking back after months of 
American missile strikes 
against Taliban and al-Qaida 
fighters in the region. 

Hours earlier, a suicide 
bomber killed 45 people and 
wounded more than 70 at a 
rally by a secular political 
party in the northwest that has 
supported recent Pakistani 
army offensives in the region 
close to Afghanistan, where 
the United States is battling a 
related insurgency. 

The attacks follow a lull in 
violence since the beginning of 
the year, illustrating the mili¬ 
tants’ resilience. 

The multi-pronged strike 


against the consulate in Pe¬ 
shawar city was the first direct 
assault on a U.S. mission in the 
country since 2006. Officials 
said the four attackers in two 
vehicles hoped to breach the 
heavily fortified compound 
and kill people inside, but they 
failed to do that and caused 
only minor damage. 

Some officials and wit¬ 
nesses reported a third or pos¬ 
sible fourth explosion. The 
blasts, some of which were 
filmed by local television sta¬ 
tions, sent huge mushroom 
clouds over the city. One piece 
of footage showed a bomb ex¬ 
ploding several meters from 
two people who had their arms 
raised in the air as if surrender¬ 
ing. 

In Washington, a White 
House spokesman condemned 
the blasts. 


MEXICALI, Mexico (AP) - 
Aftershocks rattled the south¬ 
west Mexico-U.S. border yes¬ 
terday morning in the 
aftermath of a major earth¬ 
quake that killed two people, 
blacked out cities and forced 
the evacuation of hospitals and 
nursing homes. 

Sunday's 7.2-magnitude 
quake, centered just south of 
the U.S. border near Mexicali, 
was one of the strongest earth¬ 
quakes to hit region in de¬ 
cades, shaking at least 20 
million people. 

It had a shallow depth of 6 
miles (10 kilometers). But the 
human toll was minimal in 
large part because the energy 
from the quake moved north¬ 
west of Mexicali toward a less 
populated area, said Jessica 
Sigala, a geophysicist from the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 

"We were just kind of lucky 
that the energy went the other 
way," Sigala said. "With every 
earthquake, the earth starts 
moving a certain direction. It 
started south of Mexicali and 
the rupture moved northwest." 

Building construction has 
also improved in northern 
Mexico, a region with a history 
of quakes, said Carlos Valdes, 
chief of the Mexican National 
Seismological Service. 

"Construction codes pre¬ 
vented more serious damage," 
Valdes said. "People see that it 
always shakes and have im- 


Beijing, China — More than a 
week after their coal mine in 
northern China was flooded by 
a rush of underground water, 
115 miners were pulled out 
alive yesterday, China's state- 
run TV reported. 

Rescuers worked to reach 
another 38 believed to be still 
trapped inside. 

CCTV, which carried the 
rescue efforts live, showed the 
miners being brought out in 
stretchers to loud cheers. 

The workers were wrapped 
in blankets and rushed to am¬ 
bulances where they were in 
stable condition, local media 
said. 

The miners were part of a 
larger group of 261 working in 
the Wangjialing mine when it 
flooded March 28. 

Rescuers were able to reach 
108 miners immediately after 
the flooding. 

Yesterday's rescue, which 
began shortly after midnight, 
comes two days after tapping 
was heard from within the 
mine. 

Late Sunday night, rescuers 
noticed swaying lamp lights 
inside the mine — indicating 


proved their construction ca¬ 
pacity. Then when the con¬ 
struction codes are 
implemented, there is stricter 
control, especially in larger 
structures." 

Still, some homes were de¬ 
stroyed in farming communi¬ 
ties on the edge of Mexicali, a 
bustling commercial center 
along Mexico's border with 
California where the quake hit 
hardest, said Javier Ruiz, an in¬ 
spector with the city's civl pro¬ 
tection agency. 

One man was killed when 
his home collapsed, and an¬ 
other died when he into the 
street in panic and was struck 
by a car. 


signs of life, the state-run Xin¬ 
hua news agency said. 

Some of the miners at¬ 
tached their mining belts to 
shaft walls as water first 
rushed in. They remained sus¬ 
pended for three days until a 
mining cart floated by and they 
jumped in, CCTV said. 

Two hundred people, as 
part of 50 rescue groups, were 
working around-the-clock to 
drain water, monitor gas and 
pull out miners, said Wang 
Jun, governor of Shanxi 


Across the border in Calex¬ 
ico, police patrolled streets lit¬ 
tered with shattered glass 
yesterday, and a downtown 
area was closed because of 
damage. 

Scientists measured about 
100 aftershocks early yester¬ 
day morning, said seismologist 
Kate Hutton at the California 
Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena. 

At least 100 people were in¬ 
jured in Mexicali, most of 
them struck by falling objects, 
and power was out across the 
city yesterday, said Baja Cali¬ 
fornia Civil Protection Chief 
Alfredo Escobedo said. 


province where the mine is sit¬ 
uated. 

Mine accidents are com¬ 
mon in China. In 2009, 2,631 
people were killed in such ac¬ 
cidents. The figure, while high, 
is down from 2002 when 6,995 
people died. 

Yesterday, the country 
launched a two-month cam¬ 
paign to inspect safety regula¬ 
tions in mines and other 
industries that have had serious 
accidents. 
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China rescues 115 from flooded mine 



A coal miner rescued from the Wangjialing Coal Mine in Xi- 
angning county is rushed into a hospital in Hejing town in 
north China's Shanxi province. 
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Putin: Russian arms to Venezuela 
may be $5B 


MOSCOW, Russia (AP) - 
Arms exports to Venezuela 
may reach as much as $5 bil¬ 
lion, Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin said yesterday, a few 
days after he traveled to the 
country. 

Putin visited Venezuela late 
last week to meet with Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez and 
pledged to sell more weapons 
to the country but gave no con¬ 
crete figures. 

"Our delegation has just re¬ 
turned from Venezuela, and the 
total volume of orders may ex¬ 
ceed $5 billion," Putin said in 
televised remarks. 

Russia on Friday agreed to 
lend Venezuela up to $2.2 bil¬ 


lion for the new arms deals. 

Hugo Chavez’s government 
has already bought more than 
$4 billion in Russian weapons 
since 2005, including helicop¬ 
ters, fighter jets and 100,000 
Kalashnikov rifles. 

The Venezuelan arms deals 
are one of the many irritants in 
U.S.-Russian relations. 

Putin said in Caracas on 
Friday that Russia appreciates 
its good relations with the 
United States, but if the United 
States does not want to sell 
arms to Venezuela, it’s only 
good for Russia — which is 
willing to. 

Putin also launched a $20 
billion venture to tap the vast 


Orinoco heavy oil belt. 

Putin discussed energy, 
agriculture and defense issues 
with Venezuela’s leftist Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez and later 
held talks with Bolivian Presi¬ 
dent Evo Morales, both fierce 
critics of what they call U.S. 
"imperialism" in Latin Ame¬ 
rica. 

Russian companies will 
launch a joint project with 
Venezuelan state oil firm 
PD VS A aimed at pumping 
450,000 barrels a day — almost 
a fifth of the OPEC member 
nation’s current output — from 
the Orinoco belt, which 
Chavez says holds the world's 
largest hydrocarbon reserves. 


US warnsNfenezuela on weapon 
proliferation 


WASHINGTON - The United 
States yesterday questioned 
Venezuela's need to buy bil¬ 
lions of dollars in weapons 
from Russia and voiced con¬ 
cern that the arms may wind 
up elsewhere in Latin America. 

State Department 

spokesman Philip Crowley 
said that while the two coun¬ 
tries had the right to pursue re¬ 
lations, "We're hard-pressed to 


Drinking Water 



Aruba’s 
distilled/purified 
seawater is very 
safe to drink 


see what legitimate defense 
needs Venezuela has for the 
equipment." 

"We can probably think of 
better things that could be in¬ 
vested on behalf of the 
Venezuelan people," he said. 

"But our primary concern is 
that if Venezuela's going to in¬ 
crease its military hardware, 
we certainly don't want to see 
this hardware migrate into 


other parts of the hemisphere," 
he said. 

"We would simply remind 
Venezuela that it, through a 
number of accords, has a re¬ 
sponsibility for transparency in 
its acquisitions," he said. 

The State Department has 
accused Chavez of assisting 
guerrillas in rival neighbor 
Colombia with drug traffick¬ 
ing. 


Oil finds shift focus on 


Latin America 


BOGOTA, Colombia — A se¬ 
ries of unrelated oil industry 
developments in Latin Amer¬ 
ica are shifting focus from the 
Middle East to the South 
American continent as a major 
source of hydrocarbon energy 
in the coming decade. 

After Brazil's gigantic off¬ 
shore and undersea discover¬ 
ies, the drilling in the 
Falklands Islands and Vene¬ 
zuela's recent oil finds, Colom¬ 


bia reported a major oil break¬ 
through at an exploration well 
located in the country's Llanos 
Orientales region. 

Petrominerales Ltd., mostly 
owned by Canadian compa¬ 
nies, said the well yielded 
15,600 barrels a day of high- 
quality crude after strong re¬ 
sults were recorded at two 
other wells. Analysts said the 
discovery has the potential to 
be very big. 


|§BLUE horizon 



Large selection of 
Ladies Fashion Wear from Israel 
Tablecloths, Runners, Doillies 

Israeli art work by EMANUEL 

nmastraat 3 - Plaza Margarita at 
inning of the mainstreetTel: 5823839 


Opening hours: 10:00a.m. -6:00p.m. 


The Registry of Court closed 
to the public on April 7 


ORANJESTAD, - The Regis¬ 
ter of Court will be closed to 
the public on Wednesday, April 
7. This is because of an inter¬ 
ruption of electricity by ELMR 
N. V. for necessary work on the 


electricity network. 

However, to all person who 
received a letter to present in 
Court on April 7, the session 
will continue as normal. 


Literary festival ‘Crusa Lama’ 
- Crossing the Sea, with 
authors from five countries 


ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
National Library, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the foundations 
Charuba and Wintemachten, is 
organizing for the fourth time 
the literary festival ‘Crusa 
Lama’ - Crossing the Sea., on 
April 18 and 19. 

Crusa Lama is an interna¬ 
tional festival where authors 
and poets from Lebanon, So¬ 
malia, Malaysia, Holland and 
Aruba will meet to present a 
special selection of pieces. 
They will recite each piece in 
their own language. The text 
will be projected simultane¬ 
ously in Papiamento and Eng¬ 
lish on a big screen. 

In previous presentations 
the event had a huge audience, 


where literature lovers enjoyed 
presentations of renowned au¬ 
thors and poets from the liter¬ 
ary world. 

The festival will start off on 
April 18 in the gardens of the 
Arubiana Department at the 
National Library in Oranjestad 
and promises to be a very in¬ 
teresting and beautiful evening 
with a lot of variations. 

The presentation on April 
19 is for the general public. 

Alongside the festival, the 
authors will visit the EPI 
schools, where they will give 
presentations and talk to the 
students. 

More information will be 
available next week 

1 



Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. -12.30 p.m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 -584-1063-569-8232 
www.arubandonkev.org 
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Celebrity chefs lead the 
charge for healthier food 


MIAMI (AP)-Jamie Oliver is 
using fresh fruit and vegeta¬ 
bles to try to win the hearts, 
or at least the fatty arteries, of 
a West Virginia city. Rachael 
Ray is working to reform 
school lunch. And Paula 
Deen, queen of Southern- 
fried goodness, recently 
taught an auditorium of kids 
how to cook and eat healthy. 

Chefs have always wanted 
us to eat something good. 
Now, it seems they're just as 
interested in seeing that we 
eat well. 

"They're digging down to 
more substance, which is 
great because we all win," 
says Phil Lempert, the food 
marketing expert known as 
The Supermarket Guru. "Be¬ 
fore it was cleavage and being 
cute to get noticed. Now it's 
all about substance, nutrition." 

This didn't happen 
overnight. 

Pioneers like California 
chef Alice Waters and, more 
recently, journalist Michael 
Pollan have been preaching 
the gospel of fresh, unadul¬ 
terated food for years. 

But when everyone from 
Deen to "Dancing With the 
Stars" alum Rocco DiSpirito 


is talking about the benefits 
of produce over processed 
you know the tent has gotten 
a little bigger. 

"It became clear to a 
bunch of us that not only is it 
a good idea now, but people 
are ready to be receptive," 
says DiSpirito, author of the 
recent New York Times' best¬ 
selling healthy cookbook, 
"Now Eat This!" 

Oliver, for example, is 
headlining "Jamie Oliver's 
Food Revolution," an ABC 
reality show documenting his 
efforts to change eating 
habits in a community the 
network calls the nation's un- 
healthiest. 

Chefs are realizing they 
have a responsibility to use 
their influence to foster 
change, Oliver says. And 
celebrities often can do that 
with more panache than tradi¬ 
tional nutrition advocates have. 

"You don't want to food 
nazi the fun out of every¬ 
thing," he says. "You can still 
cook great things that are 
calorific, but you just need to 
intro it with kind of — Look, 
this is a special occasion, or 
this is for the holidays, or 
whatever." 


Luxurious Condominiums For Sale! 



Acqua Condominium Aruba 

Offering luxury 1 - 4 bedroom condos 
at construction prizes, 
with 10% up to 30% Discount! 


Luxury defined in all its elements, the under-construction Acqua Condominiums Aruba will offer spectacular sunset views 
and seaside vistas from its world-famous Palm Beach location. The splendor of its amenities include ultra European-designed 
kitchens and top-of-the-line Kohler baths, posh comtemporary finishings beyond compare, club house with spa, gym, private 
restaurant, valet parking and full-time security. Living the dream in Aruba is now a reality. 

Also 7% interest bearing on cash payments!!! 



For more info visit our sales 
office with 
2 model suites. 


HDMENET. 

Real Estate 

L.G. Smith Blvd z/n,Palm Beach, Aruba 
T:(297)525.25.25/F:(297)525.25.35 


(Across the street of The Palm Beach Plaza Mall) www.acquaruba.com info@homenetaruba.com 


100% Ownership on prime property land - NO TIMESHARING! 


Easter at Chez Matilde: Elegant and Eggsquisite! 



“It has been awhile since we 
have enjoyed a perfect holi¬ 
day brunch in our favorite 
restaurant,” commented Dr. 
Tjon Sie-Fat, celebrating 
Easter with his family at 
Chez Matilde in Oranjestad, 
“what a pleasure! It is even 
better than we remembered!” 

Chez Matilde’s Executive 
Chef, Linda Pool, was so 
pleased to see her old friend 
back for the holiday she of¬ 


fered him and all their guests 
a special treat, compliments 
of the house, gourmet choco¬ 
late eggs and fresh baked but¬ 
ter cookies. 

All the items on the Easter 
Brunch menu were “on the 
house” for one very reason¬ 
able price as guests were able 
to order endlessly from a se¬ 
lection of divinely fashioned 
dishes. Linda devised some 
particularly delectable culi¬ 




nary experiences such as 
“Butter Poached Salmon with 
Vichyssoise Sauce,” or “Loin 
of Veal with Arugula Salad 
and Tuna Sauce” which 
tempted the taste buds of all 
ages. There is a saying “the 
difference is in the details,” 
and the sumptuous selection 
certainly exemplified this 
sentiment. 

“Contemporary treatment 
of classic dishes is how I 
would describe them,” ob¬ 
served Dr. Tjong Sie- Fat; 
Aruba Tourism Authority Di¬ 
rector of Marketing Frits Is¬ 
rael and family agreed. His 
daughter, Kyara, was a per¬ 
fect picture in her Easter 
dress, and very well behaved, 
as the Chez Matilde staff pro¬ 
vided crayons and holiday 
drawings to color to keep the 
children occupied. 


“This is what we like,” 
agreed the Rafini family, “a 
wonderful ambiance, low- 
key and relaxed, with fabu¬ 
lous food beautifully 
presented, fresh from the 
kitchen.” Pianist Jose Luis 
Sanchez, who entertains at 
Chez Matilde nightly, pro¬ 
vided the perfect mellow 
background. 

Maitre D’ Harold and staff 
had a warm holiday wel¬ 
comed for all their guests; 
long-time devotees of 
Aruba’s most famous gour¬ 
met restaurant. “We are very 
pleased with the mood and 
reception for this year’s 
Easter Brunch,” affirmed 
Harold, “so much so that we 
are going to do it again for 
Mother’s Day.” 

Good news, indeed! 
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For the Best & Biggest Steaks teft, | - 


and so much more ... 


Quality food, Professional and Friendly Service, Great Ambiance, 


Paseo Herencia offered a passionate 
holiday weekend 


Live Entertainment, Kids Playroom, 
Award Winning Menu and Winelist 



Wilhelminastraat 80 * Oranjestad • Aruba 
Mon - Sat: 11:30 am -11:00 pm • Sundays: 5:00 pm -11:00 pm 
For reservations please call 297 582 3677 or visit our website www.elgaucho-aruba.com 


How much can a Swedish 
woman forgive? Ask Elin 



STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) 
- When Tiger Woods returns to 
golf at the Masters this week, 
the world will be watching to 
see if his wife Elin is at his 
side. 

It may seem puzzling to 
many women that the 30-year- 
old former model hasn't al¬ 
ready left her cheating hus¬ 
band. She is, after all, from 
Sweden — a nation famous for 
its strong-willed and independ¬ 
ent women. 

In her homeland, too, there 
has been some bewilderment 
that Elin Nordegren hasn't split 
considering the scope of her 
husband's infidelity. 

But relationship counselors 
in the Scandinavian nation 
aren't that surprised. Sweden is 


still a champion of women's 
rights, but in recent years a 
more conservative view high¬ 
lighting the merits of an intact 
family has been making a 
comeback. 

Like Nordegren, many 
Swedes have grown up with di¬ 
vorced parents, and are increas¬ 
ingly focused on building homes 
and keeping their families to¬ 
gether, said Lena Gustafsson, a 
psychotherapist who works in 
relationship counseling. 

Woods and Nordegren have 
two children, a daughter Sam 
Alexis, 2, and a 1-year-old son, 
Charlie Axel. 

"Many of the couples I see 
continue to live together, they 
solve their problems," Gustafs¬ 
son said. 


The Plaza Padu in the Paseo 
Herencia Mall was filled to ca¬ 
pacity on the evening of Good 
Friday, as devout islanders and 
guests relived the crucifixion 
with “The Passion of Christ,” 
as performed by the Gina 
Nuboer Ensemble. 

The entire center was the 
stage, as actors dressed as cen¬ 


turions led a battered Jesus 
through the twelve Stations of 
the Cross around the walk sur¬ 
rounding the stage, narrators 
explaining the events in both 
Papiamento and English for 
those in the bleachers who 
could not see. As Simon turned 
his back, Veronica wiped his 
brow, and Mary cried for her 



son’s torment, the audience 
gasped, riveted by the unfold¬ 
ing drama. 

Finally, the climatic mo¬ 
ment was re-enacted on the 
center stage; the beginning of 
a holiday weekend at Paseo 
Herencia that also included 
Easter Egg hunts and family 
fun with more light-hearted en¬ 
tertainment on Saturday. 

Paseo Herencia continues 
its tradition since first opening 
its doors of community in¬ 
volvement and special events 
to mark the holidays. This was 
the first time Marketing and 
Events Director Sharmaine 
Tromp and General Manager 
Valerie Comacho ever staged 
such a serious event; it drew a 
huge audience, which was en¬ 
thralled by the classic story. 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Science/Tech. 


To scientists, laughter 
is no joke — it's serious 



WASHINGTON - So a sci¬ 
entist walks into a shopping 
mall to watch people laugh. 
There’s no punchline. Laugh¬ 
ter is a serious scientific sub¬ 
ject, one that researchers are 
still trying to figure out. 

Laughing is primal, our 
first way of communicating. 
Apes laugh. So do dogs and 
rats. Babies laugh long be¬ 
fore they speak. No one 
teaches you how to laugh. 
You just do. And often you 
laugh involuntarily, in a spe¬ 
cific rhythm and in certain 
spots in conversation. 

But surprisingly, only 10 
to 15 percent of laughter is 
the result of someone making 
a joke, said Baltimore neuro¬ 
scientist Robert Provine, who 
has studied laughter for 
decades. Laughter is mostly 
about social responses rather 
than reaction to a joke. 

’’Laughter above all else is 
a social thing,” Pro vine said. 
’’The requirement for laugh¬ 
ter is another person.” 

Over the years, Provine, a 
professor with the University 
of Maryland Baltimore 
County, has boiled laughter 
down to its basics. 

’’All language groups 
laugh 'ha-ha-ha’ basically the 
same way,” he said. 
’’Whether you speak Man¬ 
darin, French or English, 
everyone will understand 
laughter. ... There’s a pattern 
generator in our brain that 
produces this sound.” 

Each ”ha” is about one- 
15th of a second, repeated 
every fifth of a second, he 
said. Laugh faster or slower 
than that and it sounds more 
like panting or something else. 

Deaf people laugh without 
hearing, and people on cell 


phones laugh without seeing, 
illustrating that laughter isn’t 
dependent on a single sense 
but on social interactions, 
said Provine, author of the 
book ’’Laughter: A Scientific 
Investigation.” 

’’It’s joy, it’s positive en¬ 
gagement with life,” said 
Jaak Panksepp, a Bowling 
Green University psychology 
professor. ”It’s deeply social.” 

And it’s not just a people 
thing either. Chimps tickle 
each other and even laugh 
when another chimp pretends 
to tickle them. 

’’That’s my candidate for 
the most ancient joke,” 
Provine said. ’’It’s a feigned 
tickle. That's primal humor.” 

Panksepp studies rats that 
laugh when he tickles them. 
Sound silly? It’s on YouTube 
and in scientific journals, a 
funny pairing of proofs when 
you think about. 

It turns out rats love to be 
tickled. They return again 
and again to the hands of re¬ 
searchers tickling them, 
Panksepp’s video shows. 

By studying rats, Pank¬ 
sepp and other scientists can 
figure out what’s going on in 
the brain during laughter. 
And it holds promise for 
human ills. 

Northwestern University 
biomedical engineering pro¬ 
fessor Jeffrey Burgdorf has 
found that laughter in rats 
produces an insulin-like 
growth factor chemical that 
acts as an antidepressant and 
anxiety-reducer. He thinks 
the same thing probably hap¬ 
pens in humans, too. This 
would give doctors a new 
chemical target in the brain in 
their effort to develop drugs 
that fight depression and anx¬ 
iety in people. 

While studying laughter is 
serious work to researchers, 
it apparently sounds like a 
silly topic when they're seek¬ 
ing research grants. For that 
reason, Northwestern's 
Burgdorf avoids the word 
"laughter.” He calls it "posi¬ 
tive emotional response.” 

Panksepp understands, 
saying: "There's no funding 
in fun research.” 
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Open Mon - Sat 

Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 

X j ifer . 

Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 




Havenstraat 36, 


Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 

:: Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Hyundai luxury car to 
include free iPad 



Augmented reality 
puts the squeeze 
into virtual hugs 

MEGEVE, France - Now 
you really can reach out and 
touch someone through the 
Internet, with the help of a 
wearable robot designed by a 
husband-and-wife team of 
scientists based in Japan. 

Five years in the making, 
the device aims to inject a lit¬ 
tle physicality into online 
chatter, boosting the emo¬ 
tional quotient of virtual ex¬ 
changes between 

flesh-and-blood people. 

Forget emoticons, those an¬ 
noying little smiley :-) or 
frowning:-(faces added to text 
messages with key strokes. 

The quickened thump of 
an angry heart beat, a spine- 
tingling chill of fear, or that 
warm-all-over sensation 
sparked by true love — all can 
be felt even as your eyes stay 
glued to a computer screen. 

The proof-of-concept 
robot, dubbed iFeel_IM! (”I 
feel therefore I am”), was 
presented on Saturday at the 
first Augmented Human In¬ 
ternational Conference, held 
in the French Alps ski resort 
of Megeve. 

But Dzmitry Tsetserukou, 
an assistant professor at Toy- 
ohashi University of Tech¬ 
nology in Japan, said his aim 
was to boost feeling, to add a 
human-like sense of touch to 
the incorporeal ether of cy¬ 
berspace. 

"I am looking to create a 
deep immersive experience, 
not just a vibration in your 
shirt triggered by an SMS. 
Emotion is what give com¬ 
munication life.” 

For now, his prototype 
robot is a collection of sen¬ 
sors, small motors, vibrators 
and speakers woven into a 
series of straps similar to a 
parachute harness, minus the 
parachute. 

Connected to a computer, 
the device can simulate sev¬ 
eral types of heart beat, a re¬ 
alistic hug, the tickling 
sensation of a butterfly stom¬ 
ach, and a tingling feeling 
along the spine. It can also 
generate warmth. 


At the New York Auto Show 
this week, automaker 
Hyundai did the expected by 
announcing its 2011 models. 
But Hyundai surprised every¬ 
one by announcing it’s 2011 
Equus sedan will come with a 
free Apple iPad that will serve 
as the car's owners manual. 

"The plan is to have a 
complimentary iPad with 
each vehicle,” Miles Johnson, 
Product Public Relations 
Manager for Hyundai, told 
TechNewsDaily. 

The announcement, which 
is unprecedented in the auto 
industry, was downplayed in 
the announcement partly, 
Johnson said, because the 
iPad has yet to be officially 
released and Hyundai's plan 
is still in the concept stage of 
development. (Read more 
about the iPad.) 

Hyundai has yet to even 
decide if the Equus will in¬ 


clude a Wi-Fi only or 3G 
model of the iPad, but John¬ 
son says the company already 
sees several uses for it. 

"There are several concept 
applications,” Johnson said. 
"The owner's manual would 
live on the iPad, could be up¬ 
dated easily and display pic¬ 
tures and video as 
explanations. The online ap¬ 
plication would be an asset. 
Owners could use the con¬ 
nection to schedule mainte¬ 
nance, schedule pickup and 
delivery, things like that." 

Even though Hyundai's 
plan is in the early stages, the 
company is already hard at 
work on it. 

The Equus itself will be 
Hyundai's attempt to "break 
down the barriers of owning 
a luxury car” according to the 
announcement and is ex¬ 
pected to sell somewhere in 
the $50,000 range. 


Photo depicts Carmen Arett 
kissing Murray, her 4-year- 
old Chihuahua outside their 
home in Minneapolis. When 
Murray wandered off, Arett 
went both low-tech and 
high-tech to get him back. 
She papered her Minneapo¬ 
lis neighborhood with old- 
fashioned fliers. She also 
enlisted an Internet pet- 
finder company to blanket 
the area with automated 
phone calls about the miss¬ 
ing dog, and in this case 
technology prevailed: Mur¬ 
ray was home within hours. 
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Overactive thyroid may raise early 
stroke risk 



44% Increase Seen in 
Younger Thyroid Patients 
Younger adults with overac¬ 
tive thyroids appear to have 
an increased risk for early 
stroke, new research finds. 

Having the condition 
known as hyperthyroidism 
before the age of 45 was as¬ 
sociated with a 44% in¬ 
creased risk of stroke in the 
study conducted by investi¬ 
gators with Taiwan’s Taipei 
Medical University. 

Strokes are uncommon, 
but on the rise, in adults in 
their 20s, 30s, and 40s. 

One recent study showed 
a dramatic increase in strokes 
among adults at the same 
time that stroke rates among 
older adults were declining. 

Between the mid-1990s 
and 2005, the stroke rate in¬ 
creased from 4.5% to 7.3% in 
adults between the ages of 20 
and 45, according to the data 


from Ohio and Kentucky. 

As many as a third of 
strokes in younger adults 
have no obvious cause, 
Taipei Medical University’s 
Hemg-Ching Lin, PhD, tells 
WebMD. 

Hyperthyroidism is a risk 
factor for the heart-rhythm 
disorder atrial fibrillation in 
older adults, and atrial fibril¬ 
lation is, in turn, a risk factor 
for stroke. 

While overactive thyroid 
is suspected of contributing 
to stroke risk in the elderly, 
its potential role in strokes 
occurring in younger adults 
had not been studied until 
now, Lin says. 

“This study is important 
because hyperthyroidism has 
not been considered a poten¬ 
tial risk factor for stroke and 
there are up to a third of 
young ischemic stroke pa¬ 
tients without a determined 


cause,” Lin says. 

Reducing the Risk of 
Stroke 

Lin adds that more re¬ 
search is needed to confirm 
the association. 

In the meantime, he says 
young adults with hyperthy¬ 
roidism should be vigilant 
about monitoring their thy¬ 
roid status and they should do 
all they can to reduce their 
modifiable risk factors for 
heart attack and stroke, such 
as maintaining a healthy 
weight, remaining active, and 
avoiding smoking. 

While Lin and colleagues 
suggest that young stroke pa¬ 
tients be routinely tested for 
hyperthyroidism, Wayne State 
University assistant professor 
of neurology Brian Silver, 
MD, says the recommenda¬ 
tion may be premature. 

Silver is a spokesman for 
the American Heart Associa¬ 
tion. 

“At this point, we don’t 
know if treating the thyroid 
would have any impact on 
stroke risk,” he tells 
WebMD. “What we do know 
is that strokes are becoming 
more common among young 
adults and we believe this is 
mainly due to increases in 
obesity, hypertension, and di¬ 
abetes. For young patients, 
the critical thing would be to 
address these established risk 
factors.” 


Dealing with those all-too-public tantrums 



Don f t let glares, stares tempt 
you to give into your child f s 
meltdowns, expert says 

Waaaaaaah! Now what? 

Parents often have a hard 
time figuring out what to do 
when their children decide to 
throw tantrums. It doesn't 
help matters that kids often 
have their meltdowns in pub¬ 
lic places — the supermarket, 
the mall, the family restau¬ 
rant. 

Chuck Smith, a Kansas 
State University child devel¬ 
opment expert, has compiled 
tips to help parents deal with 
out-of-control youngsters. 
Here's his advice: 

Set rules and enforce 
them. "Many parents are con¬ 
cerned with the glare of on¬ 
lookers, so they'll let their 
kids get away with things be¬ 
cause of the threat," Smith 
said in a news release. "You 
can't let a child leverage your 
own sense of embarrassment 
in public to get what he or she 
wants. It's not that you ignore 
the public, but you have to 
decide where your real prior¬ 


ity is — and that is with teach¬ 
ing your child. You can't ever 
lose focus on that." 

Make sure your rules are 
age-appropriate. A 5-year-old 
may have a hard time keep¬ 
ing quiet in church, so ex¬ 
pecting her to do so may be 
unreasonable. But that same 
child should be able to keep 
her food in her mouth when 
you go out to eat. 

Make sure you only disci¬ 
pline kids for breaking rules 


that they know about. Gently 
remind them by asking 
whether they remember 
what they're supposed to do. 
"Then, when they look at 
you in a confused manner, 
you firmly remind them of 
the rule," Smith said. "You 
don't ever punish a child for 
something they didn't know 
they weren't supposed to 
do." 

It's OK to ignore some 
types of behavior, such as 
pleading for a toy at the de¬ 
partment store. "Any re¬ 
sponse to whining or crying, 
even punishment, shows that 
a child is in control and is 
pulling a parent's strings," 
Smith said. "The parent 
should rise above this noise 
and remain steadfast to the 
limit they set. You have to be 
smarter than the kid and real¬ 
ize that you are not going to 
be drawn into this. If you 
give in, you're going to have 
lots of temper tantrums be¬ 
fore they realize it doesn't 
work." 


SUNCIREE Qp/V 

Beauty Salon and 


Special: 

Full body 
massage per 
couples $100,= 
Call for pick-ups 


Madiki 104 

Tel: 588-1189 - Cels: 742-2462 / 594-2461 



Words really do hurt 


Sticks and stones may break 
your bones, but words can 
hurt you too, according to 
new research. 

A new study suggests 
merely saying, "This may 
hurt a bit," before receiving 
a shot may be enough to 
trigger a pain response in the 
brain long before any actual 
pain is felt. 

Researchers found hear¬ 
ing words that describe pain 
— such as "excruciating" or 
"grueling" — activated the 
areas of the brain that 
process the corresponding 
sensation. 

"These findings show 
that words alone are capable 
of activating our pain ma¬ 
trix," says researcher 
Thomas Weiss, a professor 
at the Friedrich-Schiller- 


Tip :Some 
Women Are More 
Prone for Breech 
Birth 


When it's more com¬ 
mon 

Normally, babies are posi¬ 
tioned in the uterus so that 
their heads will emerge 
first during birth. But in the 
case of breech babies, the 
feet or buttocks are poised 
to emerge first. 

The American Congress of 
Obstetricians and Gynecol¬ 
ogists says breech births 
are more common when: 

* The mother has had a 
prior pregnancy. 

* The mother is carrying 
multiple fetuses. 

* The mother has too much 
or too little amniotic fluid in 
the uterus. 

* The mother has an ab¬ 
normality in the shape of 
the uterus, or unusual 
growths such as fibroids. 

* The mother's placenta is 
entirely or partially blocking 
the uterine opening, a con¬ 
dition called placenta pre¬ 
via. 

* The baby is preterm. 


University Jena, in Ger¬ 
many, in a news release. 
"Even verbal stimuli lead to 
reactions in certain areas of 
the brain.” 

In the study, published in 
Pain, researchers used func¬ 
tional magnetic resonance 
tomography (fMRI) to ex¬ 
amine how 16 healthy peo¬ 
ple processed words 
associated with experienc¬ 
ing pain. The brain scans re¬ 
vealed which parts of the 
brain were activated in re¬ 
sponse to hearing the words. 

In the first experiment, re¬ 
searchers asked the partici¬ 
pants to imagine situations 
that corresponded with words 
associated with pain — such 
as "excruciating," "paralyz¬ 
ing," and "grueling" — as 
well as negative but non-pain 
associated words such as 
"dirty" and "disgusting" and 
neutral and positive words. 

In the second experiment, 
the participants read the 
same words but were dis¬ 
tracted by a brainteaser. 

The results showed that 
in both cases there was a 
clear response in the brain's 
pain-processing centers with 
the words associated with 
pain, but there was no such 
activity pattern in response 
to the other words. 

Researchers say preserv¬ 
ing painful experiences as 
memories in the brain may 
have been an evolutionary 
response to allow humans to 
avoid painful situations that 
might be dangerous. 

"However, our results 
suggest as well that verbal 
stimuli have a more impor¬ 
tant meaning than we have 
thought so far," says Weiss. 

Researchers say the find¬ 
ings may be especially sig¬ 
nificant for people with 
chronic pain disorders who 
tend to speak a lot about 
their painful experiences 
with their health care 
providers. They say those 
conversations may intensify 
the activity of the pain ma¬ 
trix in the brain and inten¬ 
sify the pain experience. 
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GOLD PALACE JEWELE 




Fine Jewelry, Diamonds & Watches 

RELIABLE PLACE FOR 
REPAIR AND REMODELING 
OF YOUR JEWELRY 


L.G. Smith Blvd #15 
Opposite Main Bus Station 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 588-2906 
E-mail: goldpalacearuba@hotmail.com 


La Hacienda, J.E. Irausquin Blvd #382 
Opposite Playa Linda Beach Resort 
High Rise Hotel Area 
Noord, Palm Beach 
Tel. (297) 586-6431 


Lola’s Lounge entertains 
guests at Costa Linda 




Lola’s Lounge in the lobby of 
the Costa Linda Beach Resort 
entertains a good number of lo¬ 
cals and guests every Monday 
as singers of all ages flock to 
the bar to sing Kareoke, while 


watching Nelson mix the best 
cocktails in town. 

Manager David Garcia is 
always on hand to cheer 
singers along, and award them 
with prizes for stellar, memo¬ 
rable performances. 

Lola’s Lounge is now a 
mini Garufa, and under the 
same management it enjoys 
the same attention to detail and 
the same caring and hospitable 
service, proud to be affiliated 
to both famous El Gaucho 
Restaurant and popular Garufa 
Cigar & Cocktail Lounge, on 
Wilhelminastraat. And guests 
agree that Lola’s Lounge 
brought life back to the lobby 
of the resort with a nightly live 
entertainment program, until 
11 o’clock. 

Pictured here Monday 
Night at Lola’s Lounge, with 
free fun for all. 


WANTED 


Free Lance Sales Person 
Please call 582-9517’ 

THE MORNING \TiT themornin 9newsaruba@gmail.com 

Your Source for Local News in English ff Ij WWW.themOmingneWSamba.COm 


Distinguished visitors honored at 
Pure Beach 



home away from home. 

He also expressed sincere 
gratitude to guests for their 
loyalty to the island and its 
people, having brought many 
friends here, along with fam¬ 
ily members, introducing 
them to the wonders of 
Aruba. 

Pictured here Avril Culley 
representing the resort man¬ 


agement and Distinguished 
Visitors: Charles and Keran 
Lockhart, Lou DeNome and 
and his daughter, Carol and 
William Blauvelt, Kathy and 
Joe Boss, John Borek and fa¬ 
mily, and Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sador Jose Lozado and his 
family, from Venezuela, who 
has been visiting for the past 
20 years 


Time-share owners at the 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach 
Resort were honored with 
certificates of distinction on 
behalf of the Aruba govern¬ 
ment this week. The cere¬ 
mony was conducted by the 
representative of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism, Ricardo 
Croes who thanked the visi¬ 
tors for making Aruba their 


Dubai jail sentence upheld for UK kissing couple 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) - A Dubai appeals court 
on Sunday upheld a one-month 
prison sentence for a British 
couple convicted of kissing in 
a restaurant. 

The pair landed in court 
after an Emirati woman com¬ 
plained about the public kiss, 


which the couple insisted was 
just a peck on the cheek. They 
were arrested in November 
and convicted of inappropriate 
behavior and illegal drinking. 

The couple has 30 days to 
appeal Sunday's ruling in a 
higher court. 

Cosmopolitan Dubai has 


the most relaxed social codes 
in the conservative Gulf, but 
authorities enforce strict de¬ 
cency laws and regularly crack 
down on people accused of 
pushing the limits, which can 
include everything from wear¬ 
ing a mini skirt to losing one's 
temper in traffic. 


Nice coverage of Aruba in Germany 



PRQDUKT 


Fernweh auf 
hollandische Art 


hyh ltd Nttypittl 


Last year, the Aruba Tourism 
Authority (ATA) invited a 
group of German and English 
journalist to visit our island. 
After returning home they 
gave an extensive coverage of 
Aruba in their magazines. 

The group first came to 
Aruba, and then traveled to 
Curagao and Bonaire. One of 


the journalists, of Travel Talk, 
wrote a nice article about 
Aruba accompanied with col¬ 
orful pictures. 

In his story he wrote about 
how different and unique the 
three islands are, each with 
their own charm and special 
things. He also wrote on 
Aruba’s nightlife, restaurants 


and Oranjestad in general. The 
magazine has a circulation of 
165,000, thus enabling a lot of 
persons to read and know 
about Aruba, something very 
positive for our island. 

ATA would like to thank 
everyone for their cooperation 
in making this press trip suc¬ 
cessful. 
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Aruban born Esther Ruth Harms honored 
twice in Massachusetts. 


16 


Big Brother Big Sister em¬ 
blem 



Surrounded by her family, Ruth Harms shows off the Ellen 
Sedlis Award she received from Northwestern Children’s Ad¬ 
vocacy Project. 


Ruth Harms, case management 
supervisor for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Hampshire 
County, a program of the Cen¬ 
ter for Human Development, 
was honored April 1 by the 
Northwestern Children’s Ad¬ 
vocacy Project with its Ellen 
Sedlis Award which is pre¬ 
sented to someone whose work 
demonstrates a long-term com¬ 
mitment to helping children re¬ 
cover from abuse. The 
Northwestern Children’s Ad¬ 
vocacy Project is a nonprofit 
arm of the Northwestern Dis¬ 
trict Attorney’s Office. 

Ruth has been a case ma¬ 
nager for Big Brothers Big Sis¬ 


ters for 20 years. She su- per- 
vises the program’s other case 
managers and also carries her 
own case load. Big Brothers 
Big Sisters provides one-to- 
one mentoring relationships to 
children in need of positive 
adult influence and friendship. 
“Ruth is a truly extraordinary 
and dedicated professional 
who brings amazing integrity, 
compassion, and competence 
to her work with children and 
families,” said Renee Moss, 
program director of Big Broth¬ 
ers Big Sisters of Hampshire 
County, who nominated Ruth 
for the award. 

As part of her responsibili¬ 


ties in maintaining a caseload 
of about 40 matches, Ruth 
stays in close contact with the 
parents of the children, meets 
monthly with the mentors to 
provide supervision and sup¬ 
port, and helps organize pro¬ 
gram activities and events that 
help build a sense of commu¬ 
nity for the children in the pro¬ 
gram. She is also quite in¬ 
volved in fundraising activities 
that are critical to the continu¬ 
ation of the program. 

"We congratulate Harms on 
this well-deserved honor," said 
John Roberson, director of 
CHD's Children & Families di¬ 
vision. "She exemplifies what 
Big Brothers Big Sisters is all 
about, and her service and de¬ 
votion to the children of 
Hampshire County far exceed 
the requirements of her job." 

The Ellen Sedlis Award was 
not the only recognition that 
was bestowed upon Ruth 
Harms. A week before, she 
was honored by the Massachu¬ 
setts Senate with a Citation 
signed by Senator Stanley C. 
Rosenberg that reads: "In re¬ 
cognition of your outstanding 
dedication and many valuable 
contributions for 20 years to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Hampshire County" 

After graduating in 1973 
from the American Commu¬ 
nity School of Beirut, Leba¬ 
non, Ruth obtained her B.A 
degree in Anthropology from 
Macalester College of St. Paul, 
MN in 1977 and her M.A. de¬ 
gree in Social Work from Uni¬ 
versity of Missouri in Co¬ 
lumbus, MO in 1979. 

Ruth Harms is the daughter 
of Clyde Harms, president of 
the Aruba Scholarship Founda¬ 
tion, and the late Beatriz 
Lopez-Henriquez. Her hus¬ 
band Dr. Stephen Hickman is 
an associate pediatrician at 
Amherst Pediatrics. The cou¬ 
ple celebrated their 30th wed¬ 
ding anniversary in December. 
They have two adult children, 
Sarah Elizabeth and Rachel. 
Ruth and Stephen were named 
Ambassadors of Goodwill by 
the Aruban Tourism Authority 
more than a decade ago and 
the children received the Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors Award 



Spectacular Sunset 
Views and an amazing 
flow of energy 

Perfectly situated at the foot of 
the California Lighthouse 

Lunch 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Dinner from 6 p.m. 

Pizzas served between 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Open every day 


Daily Live Music and 


Call (297) 586-0786 or (297) 586-0787 
Fax: (297) 586-0788 


Bring this ad and receive 10% discount 



O^Cru£i 


Pancakes & Pizza 

Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 


Palm Beach 6D, Noord 

(On the right side of Valero Gas Station) 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. * Closed Sunday 


Editor of Atlanta Tribune Urban, 
Spectrum and Airtran surprised 
with Aruba’s beauty 



Recently, Mrs. Regina Lynch- 
Hudson, column writer for var¬ 
ious media in the U.S., among 
others Atlanta Tribune and 
Urban Spectrum (with a distri¬ 
bution of over 100,000 copies), 
was a guest of Aruba. Mrs. 
Lynch-Hudson also writes for 
Airtrain, and in the next edi¬ 
tion there will be an article on 
Aruba. Mrs. Lynch’s column 
focusses on relaxation and 
pampering, and targets execu¬ 
tives addicted to work who 
most of the time are com¬ 
pletely stressed out. The col¬ 
umn is based on relaxing 
activities, spas and ample culi¬ 
nary choices, which are activi¬ 
ties an executive who is 
visiting Aruba can do either 
alone or with a partner. 

During her stay here, Mrs. 
Lynch-Hudson visited various 
tourist attractions of which San 
Nicolas and the Arikok Na¬ 
tional Park she picked as two 
of her favorites. She also vis¬ 
ited various restaurants and 
had a relaxing excursion to de 
Palm Islands and sailed on its 
catamaran. 

This was Mrs. Lynch-Hud- 
son’s first visit and was sur¬ 
prised by our friendly people 
and the cleanliness of Aruba. 
Before leaving the island, she 


expressed that in her 15 years 
of traveling all over the world, 
this was her best trip where she 
had the opportunity to meet the 
‘real people’ of Aruba, people 
who do not work in the 
tourism industry, and enjoyed 
the treatment she received. 

Aruba Tourism Authority’s 
(ATA) main object of inviting 
journalists is to get media cov¬ 
erage and propaganda, and so 
offer opportunities to other 
partners in tourism. 

ATA wants to express its 
thanks to all who, in one way 
or the other, cooperated in 
making Mrs. Lynch-Hudson’s 
stay on Aruba a pleasant one. 
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CROSSWORD 


1 

6 

10 

14 


15 

16 


17 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


25 


26 


32 


33 


34 

37 


ACROSS 

Holey cheese 
Envelope part 
Slices into 

“Live Free_" 

(New 

Hampshire’s 
motto, 2 words) 
Part of the ear 
Sweeping story, 
like Homer's 
Iliad 

Double-named 
city in Washing¬ 
ton (2 words) 
You’ve Got Mail 

director_ 

Ephron 
Admiral Graf 

_(German 

warship of the 
late 1930s) 

Part of a drive 
train 

Lou Grant 
portrayer 

Ed_ 

_off (start 

to snooze) 

Cheerteading 

groups 

Double-named 
resort hotel/ 
casino in Las 
Vegas or Reno 
(2 words) 
Bridesmaid’s 
counterpart 
Nebraska’s 
largest city 
Went first 
Mid-’30s heavy¬ 
weight champ 
Max_ 


38 Large container 

39 Game played 
on horseback 

40 Alias indicator 
(abbr.) 

41 Hostile 
takeover 

43 Rodeo rope 

44 Double-named 
sitcom of the 
1990s starring 
Tia and Tamara 
Mowry (2 words) 

46 Jar, as in a 
crowd 

49 House dog, 
say 

50 “He’s_ 

nowhere 
man..." (Beatles, 
2 words) 

51 Wise men of 
the New 
Testament 

54 “Fancy" singer 
_McEntire 

58 North by 

Northwest star 
Grant 


59 Double-named 
German resort 
city 

(i hyphenated) 

61 NFL Hall of 
Fame 

quarterback 
_Graham 

62 _Epps of 

The Mod Squad 

63 Have_of 

one’s own (be 
defiant, maybe, 
2 words) 

64 Lima_ 

65 Poker or Pong 

66 Swank 


DOWN 

1 Scatters seed 

2 Bandage 

3 At rest 

4 Gun barrel 
attachment 

5 Whale s 
whereabouts 

6 Linen source 

7 Recline lazily 

8 Up to the task 


Doubling Up 


9 Green shade 

10 Official count of 
people and 
demographic 
information 

11 “Once_ 

time..." 

(2 words) 

12 Exhausted 

13 Surgery 
reminders 

18 Rolls of bills 

22 Bluish green 

24 Lord’s Prayer 
starter 

25 Location for a 
PTA meeting 
(abbr.) 

26 Castro’s country 

27 Out of Africa 

writer_ 

Dinesen 

28 Carla’s 
portrayer on 

Cheers. _ 

Perlman 

29 Disobey 
the Tenth 
Commandment 

30 Appearance, 
as in a mirror 

31 Appraiser 

34 Didn’t win 


35 


is 


"What_ 

new?" 

36 Room access 


39 

41 


42 


43 


45 

46 


47 

48 


51 

52 


53 


55 


56 


59 

60 


Deli meat 
Place for a 
cooling pie 
British verb 
ending 

Stretch the truth 
Remain in a 
position 
(2 words) 

Make yarn 
Ebenezer 
Scrooge’s 
ghostly ex- 

partner _ 

Marley in A 
Christmas Carol 
Make a speech 
“Perfect 
Sleeper" 
mattress 
company 
Crib cry 

_Sandler 

of Little Nicky 
Actor 

Richard_ 

Work on a 
manuscript 

Mercedes-_. 

automobile 
Commentator 
Rooney of 60 
Minutes 
Poorly drained 
area 

High-jumper’s 

hurdle 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


April 3 - April 9 

0'Stad: “Botica del Pueblo” San Nic.: “Botica San Nicolas” 


Center for Hemodialysis r&b 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Important 5/ 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone ^jj \ 
Numbers s</ \ 

Telephone 118 

HOSPITAL 

Twelve Step Meetings 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Tel.587-4300 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 

EMERGENCY 

Alcoholism 

Telephone 911 

and Drug Addiction 

POLICE HDQS 

Anonymity guaranteed 

Tel. 584-5440 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

C.V. TAS 

Telephone Helpline 

587-1998,587-5900 

583-1190 

In Oranjestad: 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

582-5447 

CAS MARIE 

In San Nicolas 

Alzheimer’s Day 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

Care Center 

professional taxi services 

Tel: 5696910 

Tel. 588-0035 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Apple sells over 300,000 
iPads on day of debut 


NEW YORK (AP) - Apple 
Inc. said yesterday that it sold 
more than 300,000 iPads on its 
opening day, meeting the ex¬ 
pectations of some analysts 
while underscoring the chal¬ 
lenges the company still faces 
marketing the much-antici¬ 
pated device beyond early 
adopters. 

The figures, which included 
pre-orders that were picked up 
or delivered Saturday, were 
hardly exceptional despite 
weeks of hype about the revo¬ 
lutionary nature of a new class 
of device that falls somewhere 
between the phone and com¬ 
puter. 

In a research note earlier 
yesterday, Piper Jaffray analyst 
Gene Munster had doubled his 
initial forecast of first-day 
sales to 600,000 to 700,000, 


saying that "lines were longer 
than expected and supply was 
also better than expected." But 
the actual numbers announced 
by Apple were closer to his 
original estimates. 

Still, first-day U.S. sales of 
the iPad exceeded those of the 
original iPhone in 2007, he 
said. He expects Apple to sell 
1.3 million iPads in the current 
quarter compared with the 1.1 
million for the iPhone in its 
first full quarter. 

Sales of the iPhone have 
since picked up, and Apple 
sold 8.7 million worldwide in 
its latest quarter. The latest 
model, the 3GS, sold a million 
in just three days when it went 
on sale last summer, initially in 
the U.S. and seven other coun¬ 
tries. Saturday’s iPad launch 
was in the U.S. only. 


GM to use brake safety 
measure worldwide 


DETROIT, Michigan (AP) - 
General Motors says it will in¬ 
stall a new brake safety mea¬ 
sure that can prevent un¬ 
intended acceleration on all its 
new vehicles worldwide by 
2012. 

The announcement yester¬ 
day comes as federal regula¬ 
tors consider making the 
technology mandatory on new 
cars and trucks after Toyota's 
big problems with vehicles that 
can speed out of control. 


Your Source for 
Local News in English 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517 
Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 


Congress is also exploring 
the issue after a series of hear¬ 
ings last month on Toyota's re¬ 
call of millions of vehicles 
over gas pedals that get stuck 
or trapped on floor mats. 

GM has not had major 
problems with unintended ac¬ 
celeration, but the company 
said it was taking the step as a 
means of reassuring cus¬ 
tomers about the safety of its 
vehicles. 

A brake override reduces 
power to the engine when the 
driver steps on both the brake 
and accelerator. It should also 
slow a vehicle if the gas pedal 
is stuck. 

GM plans to install the soft¬ 
ware for the system in the elec¬ 
tronic throttle control systems 
of newly manufactured vehi¬ 
cles. The automaker already 
used it in several models in the 
United States, mostly high 
horsepower vehicles like the 
Chevy Corvette. 


Gasoline, oil break out to 18- 


month highs 

Gasoline and oil prices 
climbed to 18-month highs 
yesterday as a batch of new 
economic reports provided 
more signs that the economy is 
back on steady footing and de¬ 


mand for crude will follow. 

The worry now among 
some analysts is whether gaso¬ 
line pump prices are starting to 
approach a level that could 
choke off the recovery. 


E lSA del mar 

Weeks 11 &12 

Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 
582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 


How to focus your marketing like a laser beam 
and flood your business with customers 
and cash! 


by Ken Varga 



Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to 
share with you some of the 
ideas, strategies, and principles 
that allowed me to build 35 
businesses during my career. 

By earnestly applying the 
ideas, you will learn how you 
too can build your business to 
success, while living an unhur¬ 
ried life, filled with family, 
friends, fun and a relaxed atti- 
tud. 

In the next couple tips of 
the week I’m going to write 
about another way to have cus¬ 
tomers beating a path to your 
place of business...advertis¬ 
ing. 

You probably do some ad¬ 
vertising now. But the adver¬ 
tising that I’ll be writing about 
is a highly specialized form of 
advertising. 

Most business owners 
waste the bulk of their adver¬ 
tising effort and expense by 
advertising incorrectly. 

I’ll be writing about how to 
use advertising in an extremely 
effective, targeted, and rifled 
approach that can’t help but 
grow your customer base 
many times over. 

Let’s discuss where adver¬ 


tising makes strategic sense 
and where it doesn’t. 

Once again, I believe most 
companies and professionals 
advertise inefficiently and in¬ 
effectively. 

By inefficiently, I mean that 
most companies I look at, and 
most professionals, are paying 
to run ads in publications and 
newspapers that aren’t being 
read by large numbers of the 
type of people they are trying 
to reach. 

Even though I’m referring 
to print advertising, the same 
rules will apply to any adver¬ 
tising medium that you use. 

If you do radio advertising, 
you could easily be using the 
wrong station, or the wrong 
time of the day in which your 
ad is broadcasted. 

If you do TV or Cable ad¬ 
vertising, you could be running 
on the wrong station or the 
wrong time, or the wrong 
show. 

The first rule for effective 
advertising is: 

You only advertise when 
the message you want to send, 
will be heard by the highest 
concentration of the people 
you want to be talking to. 

In regards to effectiveness, 
you should only run your ad¬ 
vertising to reach the highest 
concentration of real prospects 
that you want to have as cus¬ 
tomers. 

You want to make the ad¬ 
vertising you decide to run 
produce solid continual results. 

This is very important. 

Whenever you run an ad¬ 
vertisement, that advertise¬ 
ment must provide the reader, 
the viewer, and the listener 
with a self-serving advantage. 


Remember that it’s not 
about you, but about them. 

The customer has to be cer¬ 
tain they are going to receive a 
payoff, a benefit, or an advan¬ 
tage from reading, listening, or 
viewing, or a payoff from 
sending in, coming in, or call¬ 
ing in. 

It’s important that you un¬ 
derstand there are three ele¬ 
ments to making your 
advertising productive and ef¬ 
fective. 

Element number one is that 
it’s got to be about them, their 
concerns, their well-being, and 
their advantage.. .not yours. 

Number two, you’ve got to 
offer them enough information 
and education. 

Finally, you have got to 
give them some reason why 
they should contact you, call 
you, come into your place of 
business, or try out some prod¬ 
uct you are offering. 

Unless your advertisement 
combines these three elements 
your advertising will fail. Or, 
at best, it will be so much less 
effective than it ought to be. 

Well that’s it for this tip. In 
the next tip I’ll give you some 
examples of highly effective 
advertising and how you can 
measure the results. 

To your success, 

Ken Varga 

Ph: 888-682-2596; Fax: 888- 
682-2597 

Email: ken@kenvarga.com 
Website: www.kenvarga. 

com 

...helping businesses in¬ 
crease customer acquisition 
by up to 32.7% in as little as 3 
to 6 months, and increase cus¬ 
tomer retention by up to 90%. 


Strawberry prices drop as late harvest hits market 


ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) - It's a good spring for 
strawberry lovers: Prices are 
unusually low in many places 
because cold weather delayed 
Florida's harvest to coincide 
with California's, and the two 
states are flooding the market 
with cheap berries. 

A record number of straw¬ 


berries for this time of the year 
were picked in the U.S. last 
week — 80 million pounds, 
said Gloria Chillon, director of 
marketing for Driscoll's, a ma¬ 
jor berry producer and distrib¬ 
utor based in Watsonville, 
California 

At Publix supermarkets on 
Florida's Gulf Coast, shoppers 


can buy a pound of locally 
grown strawberries for $1.25. 
Prices elsewhere were a bit hi¬ 
gher: Sam's Club in Fort 
Worth, Texas, had a pound for 
$ 1.49, while Meijer in Ann Ar¬ 
bor, Michian, offered a pound 
for $ 1.66. Shoppers can thank 
the freezing weather and rain 
at the beginning of the year. 
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Have you had your breakfast today? 

The Old Fisherman offers breakfast 
with an Aruban twist 



Linda and Ramon Pimienta with their son Raymond, at right 


When Linda and Ramon 
Pimienta started their small 
business at the old wharf 
down town, little did they 
know that they had a gold¬ 
mine when it comes to the 
perfect blend of international 
and local cuisine. Nowadays, 
they are located right behind 
the Royal Plaza Mall where 
they serve up a storm to visi¬ 
tors and locals alike. What is 
their secret? Offering high 
quality dishes at super prizes 
that fit anyone’s budget, 

For ten years The Old 
Fisherman has been serving 
local cuisine with an interna¬ 
tional twist for lunch and din¬ 
ner and they have managed to 
stay on top by using high 
quality fresh ingredients. 
From their fish cakes with 
“funchi” (polenta) and “pan 
bati” nicely presented to soup 
of the day accompanied by 
delicious deserts. 

Now they are serving you 
breakfast with an Aruban 
twist at bargain prizes. 

Monica and Amarilis who 
have been with the company 
for ten years are ready to 
serve you with a smile. 

Besides serving traditional 
breakfast dishes such as eggs 
sunny side up with ham and 
cheese, scrambled or plain 
they also serve pastechi homa 
(a small pie pocket with dif¬ 
ferent fillings), crepes, sweet 
crepes and bagels with cream 
cheese, smoked salmon or 
boiled eggs. 

If you want to really expe¬ 
rience the Aruban twist you 
might want to try something 
from the local breakfast 
menu served on pan grandi 
(rama) or a baguette. You can 
try the delicious kerrie-kerrie 
(a typical Aruban flaked 
fish), conch, fish egg, shrimp, 
fish fillet, fish cake and the 
chicken soup or you can have 
fruit salad and yoghurt. 

A perfect restaurant for all 
in the family. 

Whatever your taste might 



R-l, Monica and Amarilis with their feilow colleagues 



be you are assured that at the on the menu for you at break- 
Old Fisherman there is a dish fast, lunch and dinner. 



Your Home away from Home 

Extend your long vacation W/ us 

V Studio, 1 Bedroom & 2 Bedrooms 
Kilchen/Cable TV/A/C ‘Fully furnished 
* Daily, Weekly or Monthly ‘Swimming pool 


Special Rate per month $1000,= 


Cunucu Abao 37, Noord, Aruba 

Next to Madame Janette Restaurant 
Tel: (297) 587-8618 Fax: (297) 587-0081 

info@arubabluevillage.com - www.arubabluevillage. 


Madonna visits Malawi 
for a charity tour 



LILONGWE, Malawi (AP) - 
Madonna yesterday arrived in 
Malawi ahead of her weeklong 
charity tour. 

According to an official 
program released by the pop 
star's charity, Raising Malawi, 
Madonna yesterday visited the 
Millennium Village, a United 
Nations initiative in the central 
border district west of Li¬ 
longwe. 

Madonna was joined by 
economist Jeffrey Sachs, a de¬ 
velopment affairs expert and 
mentor of the initiative. Today, 
she will lay the first brick of 
her Raising Malawi Academy 
for Girls, signaling the official 
commencement of construc¬ 
tion of the $15 million aca¬ 
demy, set to open in 2011. 

The academy is on the out¬ 


skirts of the country's capital, 
Lilongwe and will admit 500 
girls from the small southern 
African country's 28 districts. 

The Raising Malawi Acad¬ 
emy for Girls promises to be a 
family and support center, al¬ 
lowing female students to at¬ 
tend regular classes as well as 
giving them access to medical 
care and regular meals. 

Madonna has pumped mil¬ 
lions into this impoverished 
southern African country and 
become very active in charita¬ 
ble efforts. 

She is accompanied on the 
trip by her biological children, 
Lourdes, 13 and Rocco, nine, 
as well as her adopted chil¬ 
dren, David Banda and Mercy, 
both four, who are both from 
the African nation. 
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Australia rushes to contain Barrier 
Reef oil spill 



rmando’s Kite Sh<ick 


®go GGd© OsOaoDCil 

For kite lesson & lodging info 
call '( 297 ) 733-1515 

www. kitesurfingaruba. com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily 
at 8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. 

ages of 8 and 77 can enjoy this sport 1 


UN’s Ban calls Aral Sea 
'shocking disaster' 



A view of the ships cemetery in Muynak. 


Camels pass the ship cemetery next to Muynak 


NUKUS, Uzbekistan (AP)- 
The drying up of the Aral Sea 
is one of the planet's most 
shocking environmental disas¬ 
ters, U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said Sunday as 
he urged Central Asian leaders 
to step up efforts to solve the 
problem. 

Once the world's fourth- 
largest lake, the sea has shrunk 
by 90 percent since the rivers 
that feed it were largely di¬ 
verted in a Soviet project to 
boost cotton production in the 
arid region. 

The shrunken sea has ru¬ 
ined the once-robust fishing 
economy and left fishing 
trawlers stranded in sandy 
wastelands, leaning over as if 


they dropped from the air. The 
sea's evaporation has left lay¬ 
ers of highly salted sand, 
which winds can carry as far 
away as Scandinavia and 
Japan, and which plague local 
people with health troubles. 

Ban toured the sea by heli¬ 
copter as part of a visit to the 
five countries of former Soviet 
Central Asia. His trip included 
a touchdown in Muynak, 
Uzbekistan, a town once on the 
shore where a pier stretches 
eerily over gray desert and 
camels stand near the hulks of 
stranded ships. 

"It is clearly one of the 
worst disasters, environmental 
disasters of the world. I was so 
shocked," he said 
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Oil leaks from the Chinese coal carrier the Shen Neng 1 after the vessel ran aground. 


ROCKHAMPTON, Australia 
(AP) - Workers rushed to con¬ 
tain an oil spill yesterday from 
a coal-carrying ship grounded 
on Australia's Great Barrier 
Reef, sending two tugboats to 
stabilize the vessel so that it 
would not break apart and fur¬ 
ther damage the fragile coral 
beneath. 

The Chinese-registered 
Shen Neng 1 rammed into 
Douglas Shoals late Saturday, 
an area that has shipping re¬ 
strictions in order to protect 
what is the world's largest 
coral reef and one that is listed 
as a World Heritage site be¬ 
cause of its gleaming waters 
and environmental value as 
home to thousands of marine 
species. 

About 2 tons (metric tons) 
of oil have already spilled from 
the 1,000 tons (950 metric 
tons) of fuel on board, creating 
a 100-yard slick that stretches 
2 miles (3 kilometers), Marine 
Safety Queensland said in a 
statement. 

Queensland State Premier 
Anna Bligh said a boom will 
be put around the ship by today 
to contain oil leaking from the 
hull. Aircraft sprayed chemical 
dispersants in an effort to 
break up the slick Sunday. 

"Our No. 1 priority is keep¬ 
ing this oil off the Barrier Reef 
and keeping it contained," she 
told reporters in Brisbane. 

Bligh said a salvage team 
had reached the ship yesterday 
and were attempting to stabi¬ 
lize it. 

"It's in such a delicate part 
of the reef and the ship is in 
such a badly damaged state, 
managing this process will re¬ 
quire all the specialist exper¬ 
tise we can bring to bear," she 
told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. radio. She said it could 
take weeks to dislodge the 
ship. 

The ship's owner, Shenzhen 
Energy, a subsidiary of the 
Cosco Group that is China's 
largest shipping operator, could 
be fined up to 1 million Aus¬ 
tralian dollars ($920,000) for 
straying from a shipping lane 
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used by 6,000 
cargo vessels 
each year, 

Bligh said. 

"This is a 
very delicate 
part of one of 
the most pre¬ 
cious marine 
environments 
on earth and 
there are safe cookiovfy ’;■%?! j 
authorized 
shipping chan¬ 
nels — and 
that’s where 
this ship should 
have been," 

Bligh said. 

Authorities 
fear the ship 
will break apart 
during the sal¬ 
vage operation 
and wreck 
more coral, or 
spill more of its 
heavy fuel oil 
into the sun- 
soaked sea. 

However, Bligh 
said the risk of the ship break¬ 
ing apart appeared to have less¬ 
ened since the first of two tug 
boats arrived and reduced its 

"One of the most worrying 
aspects is that the ship is still 
moving on the reef to the ac¬ 
tion of the seas, which is doing 
further damage" to the coral 
and hull, according to the 
agency's general manager, 
Patrick Quirk. Initial damage 
reports showed flooding in the 
main engine room and damage 
to the main engine and the rud¬ 
der. A police boat was standing 
by to evacuate the 23 crew 
members if the ship breaks 
apart. 

The bulk carrier was taking 
about 72,000 tons (65,000 
metric tons) of coal to China 
from the Queensland port of 
Gladstone when it slammed 
into the shoals off Queens¬ 
land's coast in the Great Bar¬ 
rier Reef Marine Park. 

Numerous conservation 
groups have expressed outrage 
that bulk carriers can travel 
through the reef without a spe- 
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cialized marine pilot. Shipping 
lanes in Australian waters ty¬ 
pically require a seasoned cap¬ 
tain to go aboard an incoming 
ship to help navigate around 
hazards. Until now, the gov¬ 
ernment has said there is no 
need for a marine pilots around 
the protected area because 
large ships are banned there. 

Maritime law specialist 
Michael White of the Univer¬ 
sity of Queensland said oil is 
the major environmental threat 
posed by the grounding. While 
coal could do "considerable lo¬ 
calized damage," it would be 
quick to dissipate. 

Marine geologist Greg 
Webb from the Queensland 
University of Technology said 
the effects of an oil and coal 
spill could have unknown con¬ 
sequences. 

"In the past we always just 
thought a reef could put up 
with anything," he told ABC 
radio. "And I guess over the 
last decade or so, we're begin¬ 
ning to understand that maybe 
they can't." 































how to train your dragon (Action/Adv.): A Viking teenager 
named Hiccup lives on the island of Berk, where fighting drag¬ 
ons is a way of life. The teen ? s smarts and offbeat sense of 
humor don’t sit too well with his tribe or its chief... who just 
happens to be Hiccup’s father. However, when Hiccup is in¬ 
cluded in Dragon Training with the other Viking teens, he sees 
his chance to prove he has what it takes to be a fighter. 


Pancakes & Pizza 


Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 
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Why Pat Venditte has a Major League advantage 


currently in the Yankees' 
minor league system, is un¬ 
likely to make the team's ros¬ 
ter this season, but should he 
one day get the call, Venditte 
could have some interesting 
and unique advantages to 
work with. 

A leg up 

For one, Venditte is al¬ 
ready a leg up by being able 
to pitch left-handed. Since 
there are fewer left-handed 
pitchers in baseball, south¬ 
paws often have the advan¬ 
tage over batters, who are far 
more accustomed to hitting 
off of right-handed pitchers. 
As a result, lefty pitchers are 
often in an even stronger po¬ 
sition when they face left- 
handed batters. 

In general, it is usually in 
the pitcher's favor to throw to 
the same side that batters are 
hitting. In other words, ideal 
matchups are between right- 
handed pitchers and right- 
handed batters, and 
left-handed pitchers and left- 
handed batters. 

In Venditte's case, he has 
the rare luxury of being able 
to choose which arm to use 
depending on the batter. 

Many left-handed pitchers 
also specialize in off-speed 
pitches to keep the batters off 
balance, and Venditte is no 
exception. 

The 24-year-old is a natu¬ 
ral right-hander, and can 
throw fastballs, curveballs 
and changes harder from that 
side. But, Venditte's tricky 
side-arm delivery on the left 
makes his slider and change- 
up pitches strong weapons in 
his arsenal. 

Venditte uses a custom- 
made six-fingered baseball 
mitt so that he can switch 
hands while on the mound, 
depending on the batter. 

Venditte is required to de¬ 
clare in advance how he will 
pitch (by raising either his 
right or left arm), when fac¬ 
ing a switch-hitter. 

The rule was established 
by the Professional Baseball 
Umpire Corp. after Venditte's 
minor league debut in 2008. 

Major League Baseball 
has not seen an ambidextrous 
pitcher in over a century, and 
if Venditte makes it to the 
majors, he will join an ex¬ 
tremely exclusive group in 
the annals of baseball's sto¬ 
ried history. 

The only Major League 
pitcher in the past 100 years 
to throw both right-handed 
and left-handed in a regular 
season game was Greg Har¬ 
ris. 


There are ballplayers who 
can hit from both sides of the 
plate, but have you ever seen 
a pitcher throw from either 
side of the mound? Meet Pat 
Venditte, the only ambidex¬ 
trous pitcher in professional 
baseball. 


Venditte made his debut 
last Tuesday for the New 
York Yankees in their 9-6 
spring-training loss to the At¬ 
lanta Braves. The "switch- 
pitcher" threw for 1-1/3 
innings, surrendering one run 
on two hits. 

The ambidextrous hurler. 
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On the road to 2010 FIFA World 1 
Cup South Africa 


Abidal driven by pressure, 
passion 



It is difficult to look at 
Eric Abidal’s France ca¬ 
reer without conjuring 
up thoughts of Lilian 
Thuram, the retired Les 
Bleus legend whose path 
he has almost seemed to 
mimic. Both were first 
called up as full-backs 
only to become rocks at 
the heart of the defence 
and both started out at 
Monaco before defend¬ 
ing the famous colours 
of European giants 
Barcelona. 

There are, of course, one 
or two crucial differences. 
Thuram called time on his 
playing days in 2008 after 
tasting FIFA World Cup™ 
glory in 1998 and adding a 
UEFA EURO title two years 
later, while Abidal has yet to 
clinch a major trophy on the 
international stage. Aged 30, 
the Barga left-back nonethe¬ 
less has time to catch up with 
his illustrious predecessor, 
and he does not intend to wait 
much longer. 

With South Africa 2010 
now just months away, the 
Lyon native is also hoping to 
erase the painful memories of 
losing to Italy in the final four 
years ago. “I can’t forget that 
defeat,” he explained to 
FIFA.com, having also inher¬ 
ited Thuram’s openness with 
the press. “We came so close. 
It’s still a bit early to know 
whether we can repeat that 
performance, but in a tourna¬ 
ment at this level, what’s cer¬ 
tain is that we’ll need to be 
perfect in all we do.” 

Work to be done 

Perfection certainly 
seemed a long way off during 
the qualifiers, when Raymond 
Domenech’s side finished be¬ 
hind Serbia in a manageable 
group and needed an extra¬ 
time goal to see off the Re¬ 
public of Ireland in the 
play-offs. Few would pin¬ 
point that record as belonging 
to potential future world 
champions come July. “There 
have been a lot of changes 
since 2006,” commented 
Abidal, seeking to explain 
France’s qualification trou¬ 
bles. “[Zinedine] Zidane, 
Thuram and [Claude] 
Makelele are no longer 
around, and nor is [Patrick] 
Vieira. We have lots of young 
players. We need to do a lot of 
work, first to understand each 


other on the pitch and also to 
understand each other off it, 
which is never easy. After 
that, we need to work to play 
well and get the right results.” 

The defender ought to 
have a firm grasp on what it 
takes to obtain results after 
collecting three consecutive 
French titles with Lyon and 
having since become a stal¬ 
wart of the Barcelona side 
that racked up a historic six 
trophies in 2009. Fulfilling 
left-back duties for world 
football’s leading club team 
clearly brings no international 
assurances, though, and de¬ 
spite playing there during the 
2006 FIFA World Cup Final, 
Abidal later lost his place to 
Patrice Evra. What could 
have been a morale-sapping 
blow proved to be an oppor¬ 
tunity, however, and Abidal 
promptly bounced back in a 
central defensive role, his 
preferred position at the back. 
Indeed, he has emerged as the 
ideal partner to William Gal- 
las in France’s rearguard, rel¬ 
egating the likes of Sebastien 
Squillaci, Julien Escude, 
Jean-Alain Boumsong and 
Philippe Mexes to the bench. 

There have been a lot of 
changes since 2006. Zine¬ 
dine] Zidane, Thuram and 
[Claude] Makelele are no 
longer around, and nor is 
[Patrick] Vieira. We have lots 
of young players. We need to 
do a lot of work. 

Eric Abidal on his French 
side 

Based on recent team se¬ 
lections, Gallas and Abidal 
ought to be trusted in the 
middle again when Les Bleus 
kick off their FIFA World 
Cup campaign with a testing 
first outing against Uruguay. 
“They have very technical 
players like Argentina and 
Brazil,” said Abidal of the 
South American team. 


“Added to that, they 
fight extremely hard. 
We won’t just have to 
play well, we’ll also 
have to put in plenty of 
effort to match them in 
that aspect of the game.” 
Next up after that en¬ 
counter will be Mexico, 
who are likely to feature 
one of Abidafs Barga 
colleagues in their 
ranks. “Myself and Rafa 
Marquez are already 
talking about it every 
day,” he said. “They’re a 
team who play very well, 
never give up and know how 
to lift themselves for the big 
games. As soon as the draw 
was made, I know it would be 
difficult.” 

Summer dreams 
France’s third Group A 
outing against South Africa is 
unlikely to provide much re¬ 
prieve either, as an entire na¬ 
tion will be willing the hosts 
on to victory against their Eu¬ 
ropean rivals. “It’s historic 
for South Africa and to be di¬ 
rectly involved in it will be an 
honour for the France team,” 
added Abidal, who is wary of 
the pressure that will come in 
that game. “It will be tough 
because the fans will be back¬ 
ing their team to the hilt.” 

The former Lille player 
knows exactly how important 
support of that kind can be on 
the road to success. “Ever 
since I was a youngster, I’ve 
always wanted to be a foot¬ 
baller, but I nearly gave it all 
up when I had a serious in¬ 
jury,” he explained, looking 
back on his early years. “But 
then one day my mother said 
to me: ‘Football is your dream 
and you can make it. I’d really 
like to see you play a bit 
more.’ Look where I am 
today! Right now, if you asked 
every child what they dream 
of doing when they grow up, 
millions would tell you they 
want to become footballers. 
I’m lucky enough to have 
done that and to have made a 
career out of my passion.” 

Ask French football fans 
their wishes for this summer 
and you would no doubt gen¬ 
erate even more of a consen¬ 
sus. Millions are already 
hoping Les Bleus can return 
to the global summit - and 
that is one more dream 
Abidal would be delighted to 
help come true. 
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Deco says scoring against 
Brazil would not be betrayal 


LISBON - Portugal play- 
maker Deco does not believe 
scoring a goal against his na¬ 
tive Brazil at the World Cup 
finals in South Africa will be 
seen by his compatriots as a 
betrayal. 

The two countries will 
meet in Durban on June 25 in 
the last Group G match of the 
tournament which runs from 
June 11 to July 11. 


Did you know? 


The red and yellow card 
system was introduced at 
the 1970 FIFA World Cup 
Mexico™ but the first red 
card was not shown until 
Germany 1974 when Chile's 
Carlos Caszely was sent off 
in the 67th minute of a 
group stage match against 
hosts and eventual winners 
West Germany. 

The 1970 tournament 
saw 33 players booked but 
there were no dismissals. 
However in 1974, five play¬ 
ers were given their march¬ 
ing orders. Along with 
Carlos Caszely, the red card 
was shown to Australia's 
Ray Richards, Uruguay's 
Julio Montero Castillo, 
Zaire's Ndaye Mulamba and 
Brazil's Luis Pereira. 

Caszely was booked in 
the first-half and went on to 
receive the red card from 
Turkish referee Dogan 
Babacan in the 67th-minute 
for a foul on German de¬ 
fender Berti Vogts. Chile 
lost the match 1-0. 

Caszely also featured at 
the 1982 FIFA World Cup 
and is regarded as one of 
Chile's greatest players, 
scoring 29 goals in 49 ap¬ 
pearances. 


"It will be a special game 
because I am Brazilian, a to¬ 
tally different game from all 
the others. I chose to play for 
Portugal and I will defend 
that shirt until the end. When 
I made the decision I knew 
these matches could happen," 
the midfielder told the A Bola 
sports daily. 

"If I score, no Brazilian 
can see that as a betrayal 
against the country in which 
I was born." 

Deco arrived in Portugal 
in 1997 and obtained Por¬ 
tuguese citizenship in 2002. 
Uncapped for Brazil, he was 
eligible to play for Portugal 
and in March of the follow¬ 
ing year Luiz Felipe Scolari 
selected him to play in a 
friendly against Brazil. 

Deco scored an 82nd 
minute winner and has gone 
on to earn 71 caps and score 
five goals for his adopted 
country. 

"Given my career, the 
most normal thing would 
have been to play for Brazil. 
There are players who didn't 
achieve half of what I have, 
but who wore that (Brazil) 
shirt," he said. 

"Playing in the Brazil 
team would have been the 
easiest and most natural thing 
for someone who won every¬ 
thing with Porto, was in 
Barcelona's starting XI for 
four years and plays at one of 
the main clubs in the world 
(Chelsea)." 

The World Cup finals will 
be the last time Deco plays 
for Portugal as he wants to 
spend more time with his 
family and possibly return to 
Brazil after his contract with 
Chelsea ends at the end of 
next season. 
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Le Petit £a/e 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar * 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 


Monday thru Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 

All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 
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Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A 


Obama doesn’t bounce Tiger apologizes to golfers, praises 
1 in historic first pitch Augusta fans 



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Barack Obama 
marked a 100-year tradition 
when he tossed the ceremo¬ 
nial first pitch at the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals home 
opener against the Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies on Monday. 

He received a loud ovation 
from the packed crowd, with 
a few boos scattered in. He 
sported khakis, a Nationals 
jacket and a cap from his fa¬ 
vorite Major League Baseball 
team, the Chicago White Sox. 

One hundred years ago 
this month, President William 
Howard Taft led off the 
Washington baseball tradition 
with a toss from the stands to 
pitcher Walter Johnson. From 
Taft to Richard Nixon, every 
president made at least one 
opening day pitch in the na¬ 
tion’s capital, until the expan¬ 
sion Senators left town after 
the 1971 season. 

Obama prepared for Mon¬ 


day’s opener by throwing 
practice pitches to aides at the 
White House. 

Before making the pitch, 
Obama stopped to greet 
wounded veterans, then 
donned his cap as he walked 
to the mound. The left-hander 
president had a hitch in his 
delivery. Obama, an avid bas¬ 
ketball player who has said 
baseball does not come natu¬ 
rally to him, was clearly 
going to err on throwing it 
too far rather than too short. 

He might have been trying 
to make up for his opening 
toss at last year’s MLB All- 
Star game in St. Louis, when 
St. Louis first baseman Albert 
Pujols saved him the embar¬ 
rassment of a short hop by 
moving up to scoop the low 
pitch inches (centimeters) off 
the ground. 


PHILADELPHIA (AP)—Of 
all the possible landing spots 
for Donovan McNabb, the 
Washington Redskins seemed 
like a longshot. 

The Philadelphia Eagles 
couldn’t possibly trade McN¬ 
abb to a division rival, right? 
Wrong. 

In a surprise move late 
Sunday, the Eagles sent their 
star quarterback to the Red¬ 
skins for a second-round pick 
(37th overall) in this month’s 
NFL draft and either a third- 



AUGUSTA, Ga. - Tiger 
Woods is back and the pa¬ 
trons here at Augusta Na¬ 
tional appear supportive, at 
least vocally. There were no 
boos or heckles early on his 
Monday practice round, not a 
surprise considering the 
make-up of the gallery (well- 


or fourth-round pick next year. 

The trade is the boldest 
move to date for new Red¬ 
skins coach Mike Shanahan 
and could spell the end in 
Washington for Jason Camp¬ 
bell, the starting quarterback 
for 3 1/2 seasons. Shanahan 
already has signed free-agent 
Rex Grossman as a backup 
and has been actively scout¬ 
ing the top quarterbacks 
available in the draft. The 
Redskins have the No. 4 
overall pick. 

“I’m really excited about 
my future with the Washing¬ 
ton Redskins,” McNabb said 
in a statement. “I’m eager to 
work with Coach Shanahan. 
He’s been a very successful 
coach with a couple of Super 
Bowl victories on his resume. 
While it’s been my goal to 
win a Super Bowl in 
Philadelphia, we came up 
short. I enjoyed my 11 years 
here and we shared a lot more 
good times than bad.” 


heeled, hard-core golf fans) 
and the tight security em¬ 
ployed by this fabled club. 

“I’m afraid to boo him,” 
said Jim Clark, a 59-year-old 
from Shelbyville, Tenn., who 
had already been lectured by 
security for monumental 
transgressions such as sitting 
in a standing area and leaning 
against a rope. “You could re¬ 
ally get hit for that. I think if 
you say anything, they’ll 
throw you out.” 

Maybe, maybe not. No 
one was willing to risk a 
valuable Masters ticket to 
find out. Tiger was sur¬ 
rounded by a security en¬ 
tourage that included 
Richmond County Sherriff’s 
deputies. The galleries had 
numerous plain clothes secu¬ 
rity people watching on.aying 
the reception of the Augusta 
National fans ’’blew me 


away,” Tiger Woods began 
his comeback from a devas¬ 
tating personal scandal Mon¬ 
day by refusing to say why he 
entered rehab but stressing 
that he wasn't addicted to pre¬ 
scription drugs. 

Tiger said that his wife, 
Elin, would not be with him 
at the Masters. 

Woods said he made 
"some incredibly bad deci¬ 
sions” and "hurt so many 
people.” He again said that he 
takes all the blame for allow¬ 
ing his life to fall apart. 

He said he expects to win 
the Masters. 

Woods played a practice 
round with Fred Couples, and 
Jim Furyk joined them at the 
13th hole. The crowd gave a 
tepid but respectful response, 
and Woods even stopped to 
sign autographs on the way to 
the practice range. 


tmsmmim 


CEN TER ARUBA [ 


Kite in Aruba, with Arubakitesurfing school. 


New 2010 kites available and lessons, kitesurfaris. 


kiteboarding in aruba with style 


Cel: (297) 731-4398 L 

www.arubakitesurfingschool.com 


Located: Fisherman’s Hut . next to Marriott 



Eagles trade McNabb to 
Redskins 





































